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MOSTLY SUNNY 
High: 85 

Low: 70 

0% chance 

of rain 


Thursday: Sunny, 84/67 
Friday: Partly cloudy, 84/68 
Saturday: Partly cloudy, 84/68 
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AJC LOCALIN-DEPTH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FORUM 


Candidates reach for 
mainstream support 


Kemp promises state leaders Abrams: Expand Medicaid, 
he'll reduce taxes, spending. boost funding for schools. 


Republican candidate Brian Kemp, speaking 
Tuesday to the Georgia Chamber of Commerce in 
Macon, said he’s “a tell-it-like-it-is business guy” 
and pledged to carry on the governor’s legacy. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


MACON — One after the other, 
Democrat Stacey Abrams and 
Republican Brian Kemp gave 
their sharpest economic pitches 
Tuesday to a room of business 
and political leaders looking 
for answers in an edgy politi- 
cal environment. 

Abrams talked about her oppo- 
sition to “religious liberty” mea- 
sures, touted her plan to boost 
k-12 school funding to help more 
struggling schools and trumpeted 
her core campaign promise to 
expand the Medicaid program. 

Kemp tried to woo the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce crowd 
by promising to enact new tax 
cuts, set a state spending cap 
and keep an open mind to infra- 


YY _ouRREPoRTING C4 


It’s a busy election year, 

and The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution is keeping the 
spotlight on the leading 
candidates for governor, 
Republican Brian Kemp 

and Democrat Stacey 
Abrams. Past AJC stories 
have focused on Kemp’s 
fundraising among industries 
he regulates and Abrams’ tax 
difficulties. Look for more at 
ajc.com/politics as the state 
heads for the general election 
on Nov. 6. 


structure projects. 
And both aimed to win over 
mainstream voters who haven’t 


Democratic candidate Stacey Abrams urged a hike 
in health care spending and mentioned getting 

high ratings from the Georgia Chamber and labor 
groups. PHOTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER/ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


found a home yet after bruising 
nomination contests where each 
ran aggressively to their party’s 
flanks — Abrams as an “unapol- 
ogetic progressive” and Kemp 
as a “politically incorrect con- 
servative.” 

That was the primary — where 
base-pleasing issues such as guns 
and abortion energize voters — 
but this is the general election 
campaign. And while neither is 
reversing his or her main policy 
positions, they both are empha- 
sizing a broader message geared 
toward the middle of the elec- 
torate. 

That’s why Kemp laced his 
remarks with frequent mention 
of Gov. Nathan Deal — who enjoys 
solid approval ratings from both 


Governor continued on A4 


AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS 


State may get climate-rule flexibility 


EPA plans to replace 
Obama-era regulations 
with less strict ones. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


WASHINGTON — A proposal 
unveiled by the Trump administra- 
tion on Tuesday would grant states 
such as Georgia more authority to 
decide what sorts of steps it should 
take to limit global warming-caus- 


ing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency announced plans 
to replace a core set of Obama- 
era climate regulations with a 
less burdensome alternative that 
would “restore the rule of law” 
while providing “modern, reli- 
able, and affordable energy for 
all Americans.” 

The Trump administration’s 
new Affordable Clean Energy pro- 
posal would give states broad lee- 
way to decide how much to regu- 


AJC EXCLUSIVE BUFORD CITY SCHOOLS 


Suit: Buford schools chief made racist rant 


By Bill Rankin 
brankin@ajc.com 


The superintendent of the city 
of Buford’s school district used 
racist language and spoke of want- 
ing to kill black construction work- 
ers who had angered him, accord- 
ing to accusations in a race-dis- 
crimination lawsuit. 

The complaint, filed in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in Atlanta, includes 
audio recordings to buttress its 
claims. 


7 


Buford City 
Schools Super- 
intendent Geye 
Hamby declined 
to address the 
allegations. 


Superintendent Geye Hamby, 
in two recorded conversations, 
allegedly used racial epithets 
repeatedly when referring to 
African-American workers at a 
construction site, according to 


Devour 


late their coal-fired power plants. 
That’s a sharp contrast with Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s Clean Power 
Plan from 2015, which mandated 
steep reductions in carbon emis- 
sions for individual states. 
“Today’s proposal provides the 
states and regulated community 
the certainty they need to con- 
tinue environmental progress 
while fulfilling President Trump’s 
goal of energy dominance,” acting 


Power continued on A7 


the recordings attached to the 
lawsuit. 

“(Expletive) that (n-word). Pll 
kill these (expletive) — shoot that 
(expletive) ifthey let me,” the per- 
son identified as Hamby can be 
heard saying. The person speak- 
ing repeatedly refers to blacks as 
“deadbeat (n-word).” 

Hamby declined to address the 
allegations. “This is a personnel 
and legal matter pertaining toa 


Hamby continued on A6 
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Pulled Pork Sandwich. That’s everyday easy. 


Publix. 
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AJC TOP NATIONAL STORY COHEN CASE 


Trump 


Ex-lawyer for 


enters 


guilty pleas 


Cohen says he worked 
with president to pay off 
2 women before ’16 vote. 


By Devlin Barrett, 

Carol D. Leonnig, 

Philip Bump and Renae Merle 
Washington Post 


NEW YORK — President Donald 
Trump’s former lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, pleaded guilty Tuesday in 
a Manhattan courthouse to eight 
violations of banking, tax and 
campaign finance laws, telling a 
federal judge that he worked to 
silence two women before the 
2016 election at the direction of 
then-candidate Trump. 

Cohen pleaded guilty to five 
counts of tax evasion, one count 
of making a false statement to a 
bank and two campaign finance 
violations: willfully causing an ille- 
gal corporate contribution and 
making an excessive campaign 
contribution. 

“Guilty, your honor” Cohen said 
eight times as Judge William Pau- 
ley III read the counts. 

The longtime attorney for Trump 
faces arecommended prison sen- 
tence of 46 to 63 months, accord- 
ing to court filings. 

When it came to the campaign 
finance violations, Cohen impli- 


)) COVERING BOTH SIDES ( 


“There is no allegation of 

any wrongdoing against the 
president inthe government’s 
charges against Mr. Cohen. It 
is clear that, as the prosecutor 
noted, Mr. Cohen’s actions 
reflect a pattern of lies and 
dishonesty over a significant 
period of time.” 

Rudy Giuliani, attorney for 
President Donald Trump 


“The factual basis of the plea, 
potentially implicating the 
president in illegal campaign 
finance violations, adds to the 
president’s legal jeopardy.” 
Rep. Adam Schill, D-Calif., 
amember of the House 
intelligence committee 


cated the president directly. He 
told the court that he worked with 
Trump to pay off two women to 
keep their stories of alleged affairs 
with Trump from becoming pub- 
lic before Election Day. 

In a statement, Trump attor- 
ney Rudy Giuliani said: “There is 
no allegation of any wrongdoing 
against the president in the gov- 


Cohen continued on A9 


AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE MANAFORT TRIAL 


Manafort guilty 
of 8 fraud counts 


Judge declares mistrial 
on 10 additional counts 
after jury deadlocks. 


By Matt Zapotosky, 
Lynh Bui, Tom Jackman 
and Devlin Barrett 
Washington Post 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. — A jury has 
found former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort guilty 
after a three-week trial on tax and 
bank fraud charges — a major 
if not complete victory for Spe- 
cial Counsel Robert Mueller as 
he continues to investigate the 
president’s associates. 

The jury convicted Manafort 
on eight of the 18 counts against 


METRO, B1 


MARTA offered job 
to official in probe 


MARTA offered ajob to a former 
top Atlanta official days before 
federal investigators charged 
her with accepting bribes. 


Business All 
Classifieds 


him. The jury 
said it was dead- 
locked on the 
other 10. U.S. 
District Court 
Judge T.S. Ellis 
declared a mis- 
trial on those 
other charges. 

Manafort 
was convicted 
on five counts of filing false tax 
returns, one count of not filing a 
required IRS form and two bank 
fraud counts. 

President Donald Trump 
reacted to the verdict by denounc- 
ing Mueller’s investigation. 

“It doesn’t involve me ... it’s 


Paul 
Manafort 


Manafort continued on A9 
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